34                                DEMOCRACY IN THE DOMINIONS
Oriental immigration, or even in appreciating the social
tensions which such immigration created, and they have
been less ready than the electorate of eastern Canada to
accept the principle of racial equality.
The regionalism of Canada is writ large in the actual
functioning of the democracy and in the character of the
nationality.    Political  struggle  has  been   primarily  along
horizontal rather than vertical  lines.    The  domestic and
external   policies   of   the   national   parties   are   inevitably
compromises between the disparate attitudes and interests
of the regions.    The crystallizing of a unified public opinion
is difficult, especially when sectarian and racial prejudices
reinforce regional interests.    Behind the fagade of formal
doctrine, the essential aim of each major political party has
been to satisfy a sufficient number of interest groups within
the different regions in order to command parliamentary
power.    The claims of parties beyond this have  usually
screened the realities of political persuasion.    Regionalism
in its principal manifestations has perhaps grown neither
stronger nor weaker, for the  basic facts of geography on
which it rests are influenced, but not necessarily neutralized,
by modern technological forces.    The sense of local tradition
dies hard, regional economic interest changes slowly, and
in any case technical developments have tended to strengthen
the   metropolitan   centres   in   the   St.   Lawrence   valley,
quickening thereby the prevalent suspicions of the regions
on the periphery.    Moreover, the development of national
autonomy with the growth of national consciousness after
1918 has on the whole bolstered rather than weakened the
competitive pressures of the regions.    Neither a province
nor a region can any longer look across the sea for an arbiter
between its claims and those of the rest of Canada.    It is
compelled to measure its bargaining resources with those
of other provinces or regions and rely more upon the weight
of social and economic argument than upon influence from
without.    Its sense of cohesion with other parts of Canada is
not  thereby  always  enhanced,   and   it   may   experience
tensions from the sub-regions within it, for there are rival
centres of power in all the regions.